Tale ved HJV landsgvelse 2016

e Your Royal Highness, distinguished
guests and - not least — all you
soldiers from Denmark and abroad.
| salute you all, and honor your
voluntary spirit and your efforts.

e As a former home guard volunteer,
it is a distinct pleasure for me to be
allowed to play a small role in this
today.

¢ |tis not often that we in Denmark
have the opportunity to conduct
exercises of these proportions with
regards to purpose, size and
diversity of participants.

e A couple of years ago | had the
fortune to address the assembled
Danish Army when we celebrated a
400" years jubilee. That was —in
Danish terms - a large parade.
October last year | was in Pakistan
and whilst | was there, | attended a
passing out parade at the Pakistani
Military Academy. That too was a
large... and very thorough...
parade.

e Witnessing more than 5000
volunteer soldiers from Denmark
and abroad coming together for this
exercise to train together, and to
bond across all branches and
nationalities, and now being right
here in the old fortress of Frederica
to parade is second to none. And for
good reasons.

First and foremost we are together,
because we are in the same boat. In
the same boat regardless of
nationality or whether you are a
volunteer or a full timer. We share
the same values and therefore we
also share enemies, be it
intolerance, violent religious
extremism, anti democratic
movements, outright aggression or
subversive and hybrid action.

When you are a part or a member of
something - like for instance of a
society or an alliance - then you
have to contribute. Contribute
proportionally in good faith and to
the best of your abilities to the
wellbeing of the lager whole. So we
have to contribute, stick together
and then we will prevail.

To the international contingents, |
express my sincere appreciation for
your attendance and participation. |
wish you all safe journey back
home; And now allow me to
continue in Danish.

Keere hjemmevaernssoldater. Pa
denne gvelse har | veeret indsat
under mere eller mindre vante
omstaendigheder og er forhabentligt
blevet godt udfordret. | vil sikkert sta
tilbage med forskellige opfattelser
og holdninger til gvelsen, men
forhabentligt alle tage berigede
hjem.



e Gennem samarbejde pa tveers har |
under gvelsen kunnet styrke de
band og fa de oplevelser, som gar,
at Hiemmeveernet er noget helt
seerligt. Brug de oplevelser og del
jeres erfaringer med nye og gamle
kolleger, saledes Hjiemmevaernet
ogsa i fremtiden kan veere et
relevant militeert instrument for
Danmark. Og husk: At forblive
relevant kraever Igbende tilpasning
og forandring.

e Hjemmeveaernets betydning kan
naeppe overvurderes. Bade som
folkelig beveegelse og som en
militeer organisation, der jo, som det
star skrevet i loven, har til opgave at
bidrage til Iasningen af de opgaver,
der pahviler heaeren, sgvaernet og
flyvevabnet.

« Som en del af Forsvarets samlede
opgavelasning - ogsa i relation til
den direkte statte til den civile del af
samfundet til lands, til vand og i
luften - kan der i mange
sammenhaenge kaldes pa
Hjemmevaernet 24 timer i dggnet,
365 dage om aret. Selvom det
maske ikke det maske ikke altid
udtrykkes lige klart og tydeligt, sa
skal landet og dets borgere veere
rigtig glade for, at | er der. Det
fortjener stor respekt. Mange tak til
jer alle.



